. Monitoring the productivity and abundance of waterfowl over time can provide a potential linkage to increased habitat loss and/or change (Kantrud 1986 , McNicol et al. 1990 . It is important to monitor the presence and relative abundance of species that are not necessarily at risk, since population trends are often indicative of other processes (such as habitat loss) occurring in natural systems (Johnson and Grier 1988 
Lake Productivity
The index of productivity of the boat-surveyed lakes varied from 5.8 to 14.9 ( The boat surveys also showed that, despite the consistency of breeding activity on certain lakes, some species appeared more productive than others. For example, broods of In addition to gathering occurrence and productivity data, boat surveys and nest counts on colonies depicted some behavioural strategies for colonial nesting. Colony assemblages of species which nest together within the same defined area, such as on an island (i.e, "co-nesters"), are likely a mutualistic adaptation to avoiding predation and to increase foraging efficiency, possibly by serving as information centers (Koonz and Rakowski 1985) . Pelicans, which nest together with cormorants on Portage and Lac La Biche lakes, have been observed parasitizing cormorants by stealing their fish (C. Davis pers. comm.). Also, the young of these two species will form rafts or gather in close proximity to one another, possibly as a protective strategy against predators such as adult gulls (pers. obs.).
Co-nesting may also be due to competition between species for the same nesting habitat, which may result in the displacement of one species over another (Ehrlich et al. 1992, Hanneman and Heckbert 2001 
